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ALESSANDRO BARBERO

Dante

A Life

This book is the ﬁrst mature product of a new season in which
historians have been taking on a subject previously reserved
exclusively to literary critics. In this book, for the ﬁrst time, such a
distinguished medievalist as Barbero analyzes the life of Dante
against the background of the society and culture of his time.
In just over 100,000 words, thorough treatment is given to issues
that are usually barely mentioned or even ignored in biographies
of Dante, or misinterpreted owing to a superﬁcial and
impressionistic knowledge of medieval society. Issues such as the
economic and social condition of Dante’s family, the signiﬁcance
of his marriage, and the nature of his political commitment are
reconstructed here for the ﬁrst time by analyzing every single
public statement made by the poet in the governing councils of
Florence. Every archival document, every autobiographical
passage of Dante’s works, have been consulted and culled not
only to reconstruct the events, but to place those events in the
context of the society, the culture, and the mentality of the age.
Barbero’s Dante is not, therefore, the portrait of a writer shut up
in his study, and even less an analysis of his ideas and his literary
production, but rather a well-rounded depiction of a man
committed to living to the fullest the tumultuous and
adventurous life of a medieval city-state. A man desirous of
coming to grips with power, money, war, revenge, family,
friendship, and love. A man, however, who was at the same time
one of humanity’s great geniuses, author of the immortal
masterpiece that is the Divine Comedy.

A book that will long remain a
milestone for every discussion of
Dante’s life.

Alessandro Barbero is one of Italy’s foremost historians and one
of the most translated abroad. He teaches Medieval History at
the University of Piedmont Orientale, in Vercelli. Among his
books, all bestsellers and all widely translated: Dictionary of the
Middle Ages; Charlemagne. A father of Europe; The Battle.
History of Waterloo; 9 August 378: The day of the barbarians;
Lepanto. The battle of the three empires; Caporetto. As novelist
in 1996 he won Italy’s most prestigious literary prize, the Premio
Strega, for The Beautiful Life and Foreign Wars of Mr. Pyle,
Gentleman. The Republic of France awarded him with the title of
"Chevalier de l'ordre des Arts et des Lettres".
His history conferences are extremely popular and his lectures
count hundreds of thousands of web followers.

Rights Sold to:
Proﬁle (English)
Flammarion (French)
Companhia das Letras
(Portuguese/Brazil)

Vita di Dante

ALESSANDRO
BARBERO
100,000 words
Final PDF April
History/Medieval History/ Biography

On the occasion of the seven hundredth
anniversary of Dante’s death in 2021,
a memorable portrait of the poet.
By one of Italy’s foremost historians,
and one of the most translated abroad,
a book written with extraordinary
stylistic ﬂourish that reads like a novel,
though its every line belongs to a
scrupulous work of history.

STEFANO MANCUSO

The Plan(t) of the World

Every story begins with a plant. There is no getting around it.
We animals account for a paltry 0.3% of the planet’s biomass
while plants add up to 85%. It is obvious, therefore, that every
story on this planet has a plant as its protagonist. Our world is a
green world; Earth is the planet of plants. And when, with just a
little training, we are able to look at the world without seeing it
solely as humanity’s playground, we cannot help but notice the
ubiquity of plants. They are everywhere and their stories are
inevitably wound up with ours. As every tree in a forest is linked
to all the others by an underground network of roots, uniting
them to form a super organism, so plants constitute the nervous
system, the plan that is the “greenprint” of our world. Not to
see this plan, or even worse, to ignore its existence, is one of
the most serious threats to the survival of our species.

It all begins and ends with plants.
From the chance to live on this planet to
the pleasure of listening to the voice of a
violin: every story begins with a plant.
216 pages - Publication in May
Popular Science

The book is illustrated by the
drawings of Stefano Mancuso.
Many of them were part of the
exhibition Nous Les Arbres at the
Fondation Cartier pour l’art
contemporain ( July 12, 2019 January 5, 2020)

The brilliant neurobiologist Stefano Mancuso is back with a
great book to tell us about the greenprint of our world. He does
it through unforgettable stories starring plants (and it couldn’t
be otherwise); stories combining an inimitable narrative style
and remarkable scientiﬁc rigor. From the story of the red spruce
that gave Stradivarius the wood for his 14 violins, to the Kauri
tree-stump, kept alive for decades by the interconnected root
system of other trees living nearby. From the story of the
slipperiness of the banana skin to the plant that solved the
“crime of the century” (the kidnapping and murder of the infant
son of the celebrated aviator Charles Lindbergh). In that case, in
fact, for the ﬁrst time in history, botanical tests and analyses led
to the identiﬁcation of the perpetrator of the crime and were
admitted as evidence at the trial. The kidnapper was betrayed
by the rungs of a wooden ladder...

Stefano Mancuso is one of the world's leading authorities in the ﬁeld of plant neurobiology, which explores signaling
and communication at all levels of biological organization.
He is a professor at the University of Florence and has published more than 250 scientiﬁc papers in international
journals. His books are translated in more than 20 countries.

STEFANO MANCUSO

The Nation of Plants

Finally the Nation of Plants, the most important,
widespread, and powerful nation on Earth, has
spoken: this is the ﬁrst Charter of Rights of Living
Beings written by the plants.

140 pages
Popular Science
40,000 copies sold

Even if they behave as though they were, humans are not the masters of the Earth,
but only one of the most unpleasant and irksome residents in the condominium.
From the moment of their arrival, about 300,000 years ago – nothing compared to
the history of life on our planet, which goes back 3.8 billion years –, humans have
succeeded in the challenging enterprise of changing the conditions of the planet so
drastically as to make it a dangerous place for their own survival. The causes of this
reckless behavior are in part inherent in their predatory nature and in part, they depend on our total incomprehension of the rules that govern the existence of a community of living beings. The last to arrive on the planet, we behave like children
who wreak havoc, unaware of the value and signiﬁcance of the things they are playing with.
Rights sold to:
Imagining a constitution written by plants is the playful exercise that has given birth
Albin Michel (French)
to this book: it is a short constitution based on the general principles that regulate
Klett Cotta (German)
Galaxia Gutenberg (Castilian, Catalan)
the common life of plants and it establishes norms applicable to all living beings.
Bertrand (Portuguese/Portugal)
Compared to our constitutions that place humans at the center of the entire
Cossee (Dutch)
juridical reality, in conformity with an anthropocentricism that reduces to things all
Forest
Book
Company
(Korean)
that is not human, plants oﬀer us a revolution.

STEFANO MANCUSO

The Incredible Journey of Plants

with watercolors by Grisha Fischer

When we talk about migrations, we should study plants to understand that these
phenomena are unstoppable. In the many diﬀerent ways plants move, we can see
the incessant action and drive to spread life that has led plants to colonize every
possible environment on earth. The history of this relentless expansion is unknown
to most people, but we can begin our exploration with these surprising tales,
engagingly told by Stefano Mancuso.

Duku (Chinese Simpliﬁed)

144 pages
Popular Science
40,000 copies sold

“[An] elegant and charmingly illustrated survey…The topics of human intervention
and plant evolution are gracefully intertwined in discussions of coconut trees, date
palms, and bristlecone pines…naturalists and the culinary-inclined will cherish this
collection of botanical vignettes.”
—Publishers Weekly
“Illuminating and surprisingly lively…[Mancuso] smoothly balances expansive
historical exploration with recent scientiﬁc research…An authoritative, engaging
study of plant life, accessible to younger readers as well as adults.”
—Kirkus Reviews

Rights sold to:
Other Press (English US)
Albin Michel (French)
Klett Cotta (German)
Galaxia Gutenberg (Castilian, Catalan)
Cossee (Dutch)
Duku (Chinese Simpliﬁed)
Forest Book Company (Korean)
Alfa (Turkish)
Koreny (Czech)

PAOLO FERRI

The Comet Hunter

The incredible adventure
that has revolutionised our
astronomical knowledge.

216 pages
Publication in June
Popular Science

In 2014, the Rosetta spacecraft
landed – after 10 years and 7 billion
kilometres in deep space – on a
comet. For the ﬁrst time in history,
humans had come into direct contact with one of nature’s most mysterious and fascinating phenomena.

A comet is a tiny celestial body that wanders through deep
space. In our collective imagination, we have attributed mythical
characteristics to the comet, considering it a bad omen or a
divine messenger with the power to guide us. Something
unattainable, inﬁnite, intangible, in all respects, except through
the lenses of a telescope. That was, until 2014, when the comet
hunters of the European Space Agency (ESA) reached the core
of one with the Rosetta spacecraft. Its touchdown was an epic
moment on a par with the moon landing of 1969. It happened
following a 10-year, 7 billion-kilometre journey into deep space
with tracking that enabled us to study the comet’s tail, its trails
of gas and its heart of ice. For two years they accompanied it,
analysed it, inspected it from all angles, and even deposited the
Philae lander on its surface. This feat, unique in human history,
is now recounted by the hunter-in-chief, Paolo Ferri, who led
the mission control team for over twenty years. A thrilling story
that follows each step of an undertaking that is unparalleled in
the history of space exploration, punctuated by dramatic and
wonderful events: the distances travelled, the celestial bodies
encountered, the navigational diﬃculties, the uncomfortable
experiences, and the moments of joy.
A logbook that describes the technological and scientiﬁc
challenges of the Rosetta mission, and the emotions of the
people who dedicated a big part of their lives to it. At the same
time, it tells another story, the story of comets: myths and
legends; and the millennia-long search for an explanation to a
phenomenon that still fascinates us with its symbolism and
superhuman power.

Straight out of a science ﬁction ﬁlm, one
of the human race’s greatest adventures
in knowledge, now available in a
spectacular and previously untold story
from behind the scenes.

Paolo Ferri was Operations Manager for the European Space
Agency mission that revolutionised space travel. He is a
theoretical physicist. He and his team won prizes and
international recognition for the success of the Rosetta mission,
and he was the ﬁrst Italian to join the International Astronautical
Federation’s Hall of Fame. He has published articles in technical
and scientiﬁc journals and collaborated on text books about
space technology. This is his ﬁrst book for a general audience.

ENRICO CAMANNI

The Big Book of Ice

The fascinating story of ice ranges from the microscopic to the
gigantic. The shapes, colours, and even sounds of ice are found in
the vast polar wilderness and in the microstructures accidentally
designed by freezing water in all its natural forms: ice, snow,
frost, glaze and rime. This book unpacks humans’ millennia-long
struggle with ice and the radical shift in values between the 18th
and 20th centuries, with the romantic discovery of glaciers,
snowy ski slopes, and the invention of artiﬁcial ice and its
production for culinary, industrial and medical use. Bringing us to
the present-day crisis with humans neglecting their own
responsibility in the face of climate change and melting ice caps.
Ice has determined the course of wars since the times of
Alexander the Great, who was hampered by a snow storm on his
march to India. In the winter of 1572, the frost helped Dutch
arquebusiers to get the better of the Spanish army by using ice
skates. In mid-May 1800, snow and ice hindered Napoleon's
descent into Italy through the Great St Bernard Pass, forcing
General Marmont to use sledges and tree trunks to transport
cannons... In peacetime, ice determined trade routes from the far
north to the wildest south of the planet, inspired new
architectures and produced futuristic technologies, changed the
lifestyles of populations in these frozen regions, generating
unique adaptations, ingenious responses and problem-solving
tools. Glaciers and polar expanses, described as the last white
spots on the planet, have sparked challenges for exploration.

The fabulous story of ice: a fascinating
book about a natural phenomenon that
has characterised the history of the
human race, from myths and legends to
heroic expeditions.

Enrico Camanni, a mountaineer and journalist from Turin,
founded and runs the monthly magazine Alp and the
international magazine L’Alpe. He has written about the history
and literature of mountaineering and he has written seven novels
set in diﬀerent periods of history (the latest is Una coperta di
neve, Mondadori 2020) and curated scientiﬁc projects at the
Museum of the Alps, Forte di Bard, Museo al Forte di Vinadio and
Museo della Montagna di Torino. Laterza has published his works
Di roccia e di ghiaccio. Storia dell’alpinismo in 12 gradi (2013), Il
fuoco e il gelo. La Grande Guerra sulle montagne (2014), Alpi
ribelli. Storie di montagna, resistenza e utopia (2016), Il desiderio
di inﬁnito. Vita di Giusto Gervasutti (2017) and Verso un nuovo
mattino (2018).

A surprising exploration
that is all the more
compelling in the era of
global warming.

308 pages
Publication in May
Outdoor

Appearing cold and lifeless, ice is a
world in itself. A wonderfully varied
world, mysteriously ephemeral and
dramatically fragile, that humans
have learned to fear and admire over
the course of millennia. A world that
we have learned to live, ﬁght, and
bargain with, and even to use and
exploit, to the point that we have
compromised its very existence.

GIUSTO TRAINA

The Special History

Why We Cannot Do Without the Ancient Romans
Everyone likes Roman history. But not everyone knows it (or
remembers it) well. We often repeat the mantra “if we don't
know our past, we can’t build our future”, but what does this
really mean? What was Roman history for its protagonists?
This book is a brilliant journey through peculiar Roman stories
that we will never forget. We will learn how Romulus founded
Rome, the Eternal City, by welcoming migrants; or how Caesar
killed more than 400,000 Germans to discourage border
crossings; how stepping onto the “SPQR” manholes of Rome is
the equivalent to committing a crime of lese majesty; or how,
according to the Talmud, in the city of Rome "there are 365
streets, in each of which there are 365 buildings, each with 365
ﬂoors, each of which has enough to feed the entire universe";
how the concept of ius soli is an elaboration of medieval jurists;
and ﬁnally, how more or less reliable scholars have formulated
at least two hundred diﬀerent causes for the fall of the Empire,
including lead poisoning and the decline of male dignity.

224 pages
Publication in March
Ancient History

If ancient Greek is the Ingenius
Language, then Roman history
deserves to be considered 'special',
even compared to other ancient
civilizations.

A persuasive and entertaining apologia
of Roman history full of iconic and
intriguing examples from the
foundation of Rome to late antiquity.
Giusto Traina teaches Roman history at the Paris-Sorbonne
University. For Laterza he is the author of: La tecnica in Grecia e
a Roma (1994); Marco Antonio (2003); 428 dopo Cristo. Storia di
un anno (2007); La resa di Roma. Battaglia a Carre, 9 giugno 53
a.C. (2010, winner of the Cherasco History Award 2011).

FRANCESCO GUGLIERI

Reading the Earth and the Sky

Scientiﬁc Literature for Non-Scientists

Out there (or inside us: the human brain is the most complex
structure in the universe) there are realities so vast, so
complicated, so elusive, that an untrained observer can only feel
disoriented. Subatomic dimensions where reality bubbles like a
pan of boiling water; cosmic objects so dense that they can
change the passage of time; material states that existed for mere
fractions of a second after the Big Bang; prehistoric creatures that
seem to have escaped from Stephen King’s nightmares, plants
that can communicate; the birth of the human race and its
extinction; the very end of the cosmos… The bewilderment and
enchantment that bring us closer to this kind of phenomena have
been shared by scientists in their books, from Stephen Hawking
to Douglas R. Hofstadter, from Carlo Rovelli to Stephen Jay Gould,
Oliver Sacks and so many others. Placing these books alongside
one another, we see that not only do they sketch out a “portable
history” of everything that exists, but they also oﬀer an
extraordinary dose of beauty, an intensity of emotion and imagination that we usually consider exclusive to the novel. Science
books remind us that we are all dealing with the same reality, and
bring us face to face with the complexity of these phenomena.

From the Big Bang to the Antropocene:
a brief history of the universe through
the classics of scientiﬁc literature.

Francesco Guglieri, an essayist, editor, and post doc fellow in
Comparative Literature, has worked at the universities of Turin
and Genoa. Guglieri is one of the authors of The Game Unplugged (Einaudi). He writes for various publications, including
il Venerdì di Repubblica, IL - Il Sole 24 Ore and Rivista Studio.

An essential
scientiﬁc library:
a voyage through the
wonders of the
universe using the
classics as a compass.

184 pages
Popular Science

From the origins of the universe to
the fourth dimension, from the
naked ape to the sixth extinction:
Steven Weinberg, Stephen Hawking,
Brian Greene, Yuval Noah Harari,
Oliver Sacks, Richard Dawkins,
Stephen Jay Gould and many more,
read for the ﬁrst time as novels.

VANESSA ROGHI

Gianni Rodari

The Wonders of Fantastic

240 pages
Publication in April
Biography

Gianni Rodari operated in the sense
of freeing things and people "from
the slavery of being useful" and the
tool he used to push the boundaries
of reality was the Fantastic, the art
of imagination.

Gianni Rodari (Omegna 1920 – Rome 1980) was Italy’s greatest
20th century writer of fairy tales and nursery rhymes. A proliﬁc
journalist, and a dissenting voice in his party, the Italian
Communist Party, he invented a new way of looking at the
world. Until the end, he listened with his “acerbic ear”, using the
instruments of language, words and games, and in doing so he
brought an element of the fantastic to the heart of democratic
growth in Italy. It has been said that his linguistic inventions are
on a par with Raymond Quenau. His intellectual sophistication
was equal to Roland Barthes. His openness to the fantastic was
much like Berrie and Carrol. Rodari was, therefore, an
intellectual. And if an intellectual is someone capable of giving
meaning to things that are right under our noses, breaking the
mirror of duplication, keeping in mind the past and the future,
then Gianni Rodari was a brilliant intellectual. He had the gift of
remaining in childhood, to truly "live up" to childhood through a
revolutionary sense of the word imagination which, with "all its
meanings", is the greatest liberating device that human beings
have ever invented.
This book tells the story of Gianni Rodari as a whole, not only in
a single dimension that oﬀers “as much praise as possible”.
Problematising him, making him back into a man of his day,
dated at times, yet on the whole, still remarkably current.

The portrait of an extraordinary
intellectual who invented a new way to
look at the world.

Vanessa Roghi, historian, is the author of documentaries for
La Grande Storia programme on Rai TV. She teaches Contemporary History and History and TV at La Sapienza University of
Rome, and deals with the history of culture and education. For
Laterza she published La lettera sovversiva. Da don Milani a De
Mauro, il potere delle parole (2017) e la narrative non ﬁction
Piccola città. Una storia comune di eroina (2018).

LEO ORTOLANI

Dinosaurs who made it

Dinosaurs Who Made It is a journey of
discovery through an extraordinary world,
between prehistoric animals, fossils,
palaeontologists, asteroids and very
distant geological eras...

A fun, scientiﬁc
graphic novel from
one of Italy’s greatest
cartoonists.

240 pages
Publication in May
Graphic Novel

Accompanying us on this journey
will be a new, eccentric character
created by Leo Ortolani…
MISTERIUS!

Leo Ortolani is one of Italy’s leading cartoonists, famed for the
adventures of Rat-Man. His latest works combine the art of
cartoons with scientiﬁc education, in books like C’è spazio per tutti
(Panini 2017), Luna 2069 (Feltrinelli 2019) and in publications in the
“Comics & Science” series from CNR Edizioni, where the character
of Misterius ﬁrst appeared. His most recent publications include
Cinzia (BAO Publishing 2018) and CineMAH presenta: Il buio colpisce
ancora (BAO Publishing 2019).

FABIO CICONTE

Winter Strawberries

How the Climate Transforms the Food We Eat

176 pages
Publication in May
Environment/Food

There is now a huge dependency
between production processes,
consumption habits and global
warming; but there are steps we can
take to make agriculture an ally of
the planet. This book tells us which
path we should be on.

Strawberry time used to be in the spring, before crops stopped
following the cycle of seasons. Now we can eat them whether
it's hot or cold, August or December. But at what cost?
We’re used to thinking of CO2 emissions exclusively in terms of
energy production and transport. But have you ever wondered
how much they depend on the food market? Agriculture and
other land use is responsible for 23% of total emissions, a ﬁgure
that reaches 37% if we include the processing of food products.
It’s plain to see that consumption has increased, and the oﬀer
of food has almost doubled. The consequences? The use of
water and fertilisers has increased dramatically, as has the
quantity of food waste; the exploitation of arable land reserved
for the production of feed for intensive farming is constantly increasing and causes millions of hectares of deforestation every
year. If we contrast the consumption of natural resources with
the planet’s ability to regenerate them, on a global level, not
even one and a half Earths would be enough to meet our needs:
these are the ﬁndings of the latest Ecological Footprint report.
And that’s not all: the climate crisis is now crushing agriculture
and food production; growing cycles are disrupted; bees are
disappearing, putting pollination at risk; harsh weather regularly
destroys entire harvests; and farmers abandon land because a
product ruined by hailstorms is not ﬁt to be seen on a market
where consumers want beautiful, standardised goods.

An essential book that explains the
devastating eﬀects our food choices
are having on global warming and
how this aﬀects agriculture.

Fabio Ciconte is the director of the environmentalist association
Terra! and spokesperson for the Filiera Sporca campaign against
illegal employment and exploitation in agriculture, for which he
has produced research reports. He has spent many years
ﬁghting for environmental and social causes, he has conducted a
number of journalistic investigations into food chains for Internazionale, and produced publications and studies for public and
private entities. For Laterza he published Il grande carrello. Chi
decide cosa mangiamo (2019) with Stefano Liberti.

STEFANO NESPOR

Discovering the Environment

A Cultural Revolution

When did environmental awareness shake the foundations of
people’s consciences to the point that it exploded in Greta
Thunberg’s Fridays for Future movement?
This book follows the story of environmentalism, linking ﬁve
books that constitute turning points in its history, that enriched
our perspective by raising an issue that was previously unknown
or overlooked. From Silent Spring by biologist Rachel Carson,
which describes the irreversible damage of DDT on the
environment and on human beings, to The Limits to Growth by a
group of young scientists at MIT, which illustrates the
consequences of continued population growth on the ecosystem;
from the UN report Our Common Future, which coined the
phrase “sustainable development”, via Governing the Commons:
The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action by the
economist Elinor Ostrom, which suggests the methods for
preventing the overexploitation of resources; to An Inconvenient
Truth, the book on global warming by former US Vice President Al
Gore. A journey to discover the milestones that, in the face of
prevailing indiﬀerence from governments and institutions,
marked out the road towards shared global environmentalism.

How did we discover the importance of
the environment and the health of our
planet? A journey through the stages that
led to the awakening of contemporary
environmental consciousness.
Stefano Nespor, a lawyer and journalist, works predominantly
with environmental law. He teaches at the Specialist School of
Architectural and Landscape Heritage in the Faculty of
Architecture at the Polytechnic of Milan. He runs the Legal
Environmental Journal and is a member of Environmental Law
Network International.

208 pages
Publication in March
Popular Science/Envirornment

Over the last sixty years, the
environment has become a major
concern in the daily lives of millions of
people, ﬁrst in richer, more developed
countries, then on a global level.
But what were the crucial moments
that saw this new vision make its way
into public opinion?

COLIN CROUCH

Post Democracy (aﬅer the crisis)

In 2003 Colin Crouch had already outlined the weaknesses and
characteristics of our representative democracy: the growing disinterest of citizens in public life, the electoral competition that
turns into a show controlled by experts in persuasion techniques, the weight of the lobbies within the elected parliaments.
This new phase was called by Crouch 'post-democracy'. Today it
is essential to update and redeﬁne the post-democratic framework in light of the most important political, economic and social events in recent years: the economic crisis of 2008 and, two
years later, the crisis of the European Union; the growth and afﬁrmation of right-wing populist and xenophobic parties; the political use of the network and social networks (which at the
beginning promised the widening of the democratic debate
while today they are an instrument of control and mass persuasion); but also the environmental and feminist movements that
have grown and strengthened in recent years. In the last part of
the book, Crouch focuses on some concrete proposals capable
of safeguarding representative democracy and building an alternative to a future that appears at times dystopian. In the era of
sovereignty and populism, this book is a global reﬂection on
what democracy has become and what risks it is taking.

Rights sold to:
Suhrkamp (German)
Polity Press (English)
KX (Bulgarian)
Post-Democracy was an accalaimed
and international bestsller.
15 years later, Colin Crouch returns
to trace the mutation (and the
drifts) of the representative Western
democracy in the light of the most
recent political and social
developments.

216 pages
Politics

If postdemocracy has led us here,
managing it is no longer enough:
we must ﬁght it.

Colin Crouch is an emeritus professor at the University of
Warwick, where he taught Governance and Public Management
at the Business School. He is an external scientiﬁc member of
the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies in Cologne.
From 1995 to 2004 he was professor of Sociology at the
European University Institute in Florence. He has published
books and articles on economic sociology, comparative
European sociology, industrial relations, as well as
contemporary British and European politics.

MARTA and SIMONE FANA

Stop Sweatshop Wages!

The job market is now a jungle with only one certainty: sweathop wages for poor jobs.
But what if this is the problem that prevents our economy from growing? What if we
started talking about ﬁghting for wages again?
Liberalization, privatization, outsourcing. This is a process that has not yet ended
but that attacks the majority of society daily: whether it is blue collar workers or
elegant employees, door-to-door salesmen or call center operators. It is through the
impoverishment of workers that companies continue to accumulate proﬁts, each
time waving through the external enemy most useful to their rhetoric: immigrants,
relocations, technology. These are functional strategies to hide a political interest,
aimed at guaranteeing the high against the bottom of society, the proﬁts of the few
against the wages of the many. But the awareness that growing inequalities arise
from wages and salaries is a theme that has come back forcefully into the public
debate and motivates the major social movements at the international level today.

Marta Fana holds a PhD in Economics
from the Institut d’Études Politiques of
SciencesPo in Paris, after having studied
at the University of Rome, the Toulouse
School of Economics and the Collegio
Carlo Alberto in Turin. Her book Non è
lavoro, è sfruttamento (Laterza, 2017)
sold more than 20,000 copies.

Simone Fana graudated in Political
Science at the University of Perugia, he
writes for Internazionale, Left on issues
related to the labor market and the reduction of work hours. He is the author
of the essay Tempo rubato. Sulle tracce
di una rivoluzione possibile tra vita, lavoro e società (Imprimatur, 2018).

LORENZO MARSILI

Your Homeland Is Your Own World

At a time marked by the global rise of nationalism, this book presents a contrarian
internationalist view capable of returning radicality to our thoughts and utopia to our
politics.

192 pages
Politics/Economics
From the author of the
bestseller It's not work, it’s
exploitation a new, very harsh
report of the capitalist system.

Rights sold to:
Herder Editorial
(Spanish)

“You are destined for a great Monday! Pity that Sunday will never end”. As evidence
of the injustice and unsustainability of our world multiplies, our democracies appear
unable to transform popular requests for change into alternative policies.
The exit from a system built upon unspeakable wealth, enduring misery, and ecological catastrophe continues to represent a Monday that will never come. The causes
are many but if we dig deeper we discover that the root cause for a politics out of
joint is the absence of political rights beyond the conﬁnes of the nation. The global
crisis of our time sees a complex of economic, ecological, technological and migratory
challenges that no state is now able to control.
Lorenzo Marsili is a philosopher-activist, the cofounder of transnational NGO
European Alternatives and, with Yanis Varoufakis, one of the initiators of
pan-European movement DiEM25. He previously worked in cultural journalism in
London and Beijing, where he founded the journal Naked Punch Review. His latest
books are Citizens of Nowhere (Zed Books 2018 and Suhrkamp Verlag 2019).
He writes, among others, for Al Jazeera, the Guardian and the Nation, and is a guest
on BBC World, France24 and RAI.

192 pages
Politics/Economics
From one of the new voices
of the European Left, a new
vision to reclaim our world.

SANDRO LOVARI

The Icy Glare of the Leopard

On the Trail of Large Carnivores and Other Animals

240 pages
Publication in June
Popular Science/Ethology

A ten-year search across some of
the wildest, most unpolluted
landscapes on the planet, from
the Tibetan plateaux to the frozen
plains of Karakorum.
Sandro Lovari is Italy’s greatest
ethologist, famous around the
world for his study of large
carnivores: tigers, panthers and
leopards.

The snow leopard is not only a rare feline with eyes the colour of
ice, living in the steep, frozen mountains of Karakorum, the
Himalayas and the Tibetan plateaux; it is also a transcendent
and mysterious symbol of Asia, transformed by the Buddhist
religion into a messenger from the gods. Struck by the charm of
this ghost that haunts the impassable Asian mountains,
internationally renowned ethologist Sandro Lovari spent a
decade studying the snow leopards’ ecology and behaviour,
following their tracks from Mount Everest in Nepal to Central
Karakoram National Park in Pakistan, uncovering enigmatic
elements in the life of this magniﬁcent cat, from its prey to its
relationship with the local human populations.
The author’s adventure stories from studying this incredible
creature serve as a springboard for addressing the issue of
coexistence between species, from the tiger to the common
leopard, from the Asian elephant to the Tibetan wolf, and the
inevitable conﬂict with humans. Around a quarter of mammal
species are at risk of extinction in the near future: the time has
come to speed up our collection of data about them, so that we
can intervene quickly to oﬀer the appropriate protection and
management.
With gentle irony and humour, Lovari describes the thousands of
diﬃculties that characterise any scientiﬁc mission conducted
into the wild, especially in remote and adventurous locations.
All this draws the reader in, making them feel like a companion
on the author’s travels, in contact with nature and the planet’s
wildest habitats.

A charming and mysterious animal, which
has been lost from view for years.
A compelling travel journal of a scientiﬁc
mission that changed the way we view
animal species.
Sandro Lovari has undertaken research at the universities of
Cambridge, Groningen, Stockholm and Žilina, and lectured in
Zoology at the University of Siena and other Italian universities.
He is currently emeritus professor at the National History
Museum of Maremma. He was awarded the “Personality of the
Year” award by the Conseil International de la Chasse, and for
over 35 years he has worked with the International Union for
Conservation of Nature. He has published articles in
international scientiﬁc journals and books on the behaviour and
ecology of large mammals in their natural habitat in Europe,
Asia, Africa and North America. He collaborates with the
University of Beijing on research on Tibetan mammals, including
the snow leopard.

BRUNETTO SALVARANI

Aﬅer

Religions and the Beyond

The prospect of a (supposedly better) life in the beyond has
always been considered a central aspect of Christianity. Death,
judgement, hell, heaven, not to mention purgatory, have always
been waved before the eyes and engrained in the minds of
believers as real places, perhaps even physically located in the
depths of the earth, or high in the clouds. Yet they also serve as
scare stories, capable of arousing all kinds of fear and worry.
Lately, however, something has changed: the issue now seems
dominated by silence and repression. Current generations,
whether religious or secular, on the whole no longer harbour any
expectations of life-after-death, they have no fears or hopes, they
simply don’t think about it. This realisation is no small thing, not
least because it begins to paint an image of Christianity (and all
religions) that is radically diﬀerent to the past.
Brunetto Salvarani charts the historical and anthropological
coordinates along which the theme of death has developed in
diﬀerent religious traditions: from the Mesopotamian culture of
Egypt, to Ancient Greece, to Judaism and Islam, and, of course,
the key points in the two-thousand-year history of the Church,
beginning with the ﬁrst teachings of Jesus.

A fascinating journey to the heart of all
religious traditions.

Brunetto Salvarani, a theologian, journalist, writer and radio
presenter, is professor of Dialogue Theology and Mission
Theology at the Faculty of Theology in Bologna and at the
Institutes of Religious Sciences in Modena, Forlì and Rimini. He
runs the journal QOL; he is part of the editorial board for the Rai
2 TV programme Protestantesimo, and the team behind the
Radio3 Rai programme Uomini e Profeti; and he is president of
the association Amici di Neve Shalom Wahat al-Salam.
His most recent publications with Laterza include Teologia per
tempi incerti (2018).

The question of what
happens to us in the
afterlife has been pondered
by human beings for our
entire history. And now?

208 pages
Publication in June
History of Religions

SILVIA DAI PRA’

Without Greeting Anyone

A Return to Istria

176 pages
Autoﬁction/Narrative nonﬁction

Shortlisted for the Wondy Prize 2020

Shortlisted for I Sassi - Matera Prize 2019
In the Top 10 of Quality Books 2019
for La Repubblica

“Silvia reclaims a divisive memory (even
within her family) and returns it shared
back to us.”
— Riccardo Chiaberge

Iole is a grandmother like many others. Whether it is the
afternoons in front of the TV with Inspector Derrick, the
evenings in the kitchen cooking french fries, or the typical
Sunday mass, she leads a life that seems normal in its banality.
Yet among her silences, from time to time, without a reason, a
tear will fall from her face. In the eyes of Silvia, Iole’s adolescent
granddaughter, that behaviour seems strange. Or, her
relationship with her son, Silvia’s father, who she keeps at a
distance. And he, as a response to this distant mother, maintains
a anorexic thinness that Silvia growing up will understand to be
just a hint of a much bigger torment. There is baggage handed
down from generation to generation: a pile of rubble that no
one ever mentions. This legacy has a name: Romeo Martini,
killed and thrown into the Vines foiba in 1943. He was Iole’s dad.
After many years Silvia returns to Istria, to the place Iole left
short after her father’s death, without greeting anyone. She goes
back to try to reconstruct the story of her grandfather, owner of
a grocery store, expelled by the fascist regime in the late
twenties and killed (why?) by the partisans between the
disintegration of the Italian army, the descent of the Tito’s
partisans and the arrival of the German troops.
A brave and ironic book that, while trying to bring back to light
the hidden story of a family, deals with the issue of the generational consequences of violence and pain, as well as the amnesia
and the silences people adopt in order to continue to live.

A brave novel that tells the silences of a
family (and of History) with a wise and
ironic voice.
Silvia Dai Pra’ (Pontremoli, 1977) grew up in Massa and now
lives in Rome. She graduated in Literature, and earned a PhD on
Elsa Morante. She teaches in a night school and handles
education for various newspapers and magazines. In 2007 she
published the novel La bambina felice (Gremese) and in 2011
Quelli che però è lo stesso (Laterza), a novel reportage dedicated
to a school in the Roman suburbs.

ALBERTO PRUNETTI

108 Metres

The New Working Class Hero

Alberto: he is the new working class hero. And although he thinks he is so cool and
far from his family’s social class, being the son of workers not only can you see it,
but indeed you can feel it from a mile.
This is a proletarian epic dense with Yemeni servants, Turkish owners of Italian
restaurants, a rosary of injustices that the narrator lives and narratively veers
between the comic, the moving and the grotesque. It is a book in which we laugh
a lot and we are moved a lot too, because the six dynamic chapters are interspersed
with a ‘back to the origins’ that is a return to Tuscany, to the 108 meters of rails
fused in the blast furnace of Piombino, now oﬀ: it is there that everything has a
tender beginning and a tragic end (that of his father Renato).

Rights sold to:
Scribe UK (English)
Hoja de Lata (Spanish)
Aprolevptes (Greek)

(*108 meters is the standard length of the railway tracks built in Italy in the past
and used everywhere.)

Alberto Prunetti (Piombino, 1973), translator and editor, he lived in England,
working as a cleaner, pizza chef and kitchen assistant. He published Amianto. Una
storia operaia (Alegre).

FRANCESCA MANOCCHI

Let Everyone Carry their Own Guilt

Chronicles from the Wars of our Time

In our minds we have clearly separated persecutors from victims, the West from
chaos, and we have reassured our conscience with simple and comforting stories.
We managed to draw a border between human and inhumane: we described
terrorism, attacks, and torture as synonyms of inhumanity, and we removed them
from our mind. In this way ISIS became an unknown monster that had to be
destroyed, and the lands it occupied became failed places that should be left to
their fate. Yet all this is valid until we try to look closer, to see how essentially
human things remain, even where we thought there was no need to look twice...
This book tells stories in ﬁrst person narration that cannot be forgotten. There is
not a single portrayal in Everyone Carries Their Own Guilt that does not stick in the
mind: the widows of militia ready to be mothers of other martyrs, the
children of the executioners of ISIS next to the children of the victims of ISIS in the
same refugee camp, the young orphans of the Caliphate who hoped to immolate
themselves in an attack and now, having lost a leg, stare into emptiness, the
adolescent terrorists who look like boys from any suburb on the planet. What will
be born from these seeds that ISIS has left behind before the military defeat?
Francesca Mannocchi, is a freelance reporter. She has reported from Iraq, Libya,
Lebanon, Syria, Tunisia, Egypt, Afghanistan. She won the Premio Giustolisi with an
investigation into the traﬃcking of migrants and Libyan jails. In 2016 she was also
awarded the Premiolino, the foremost Italian prize for journalism.

146 pages
Autoﬁction

A story that nobody
wants to hear turns
into a great (true)
novel of our time.

256 pages
Memoir/Reportage
This book concludes the work
started with the documentary
Isis Tomorrow. The lost souls of
Mosul, acclaimed at the
Venice Film Festival.

SANDRA PETRIGNANI

A book that weaves
the canvas of the
feminine thought and
lexicon: a memorable
journey through the
words of writers, and
some philosophers.

Feminine Lexicon

Freedom, care, abandonment, love, desire, pain, passion:
what are the words of the feminine lexicon? Sandra
Petrignani reveals the essence of being women, bringing to
light their profound vocabulary. The slow (as written by hand) and engaging narrative of this book describes the search for meaning in life through the female perspective. Through Virginia Woolf, Elsa Morante, Natalia Ginzburg, Marguerite Duras
and many others this book seeks (and ﬁnds) the outline of a common destiny: a
map to orientate oneself in the present, after so much past and a confused future.
“A very current feminine lexicon: here is what makes women's literature diﬀerent
from that of men”
— Michela Marzano

Sandra Petrignani has worked extensively in cultural journalism for newspapers and
magazines. Author of novels, short stories, travel books, memoirs, and biographies,
she has published La scrittrice abita qui (2002), Marguerite (2014), La corsara.
Ritratto di Natalia Ginzburg (2018), shortilisted for the Strega Book Prize. Her books
have been translated into many languages. Now she lives in the countryside in Umbria.

192 pages
Literature
10,000 copies sold

UMBERTO BOTTAZZINI

Fatal Moments

When Numbers Explained the World

A great mathematician ﬁnds the
crucial moments that have marked
the history of mathematics,
providing us with the key to decode
the world and reveal its mysteries.

What was the fatal moment in which men
discovered that there are magnitudes like the
diagonal and the side of a square, and that these
are not commensurable with each other? Was it when the
Babylonian scribes engraved the ﬁgure on a tablet 1750 BC? Or when
Hippasus of Metaponto revealed the secret of the Pythagoreans? And what is the
instant in which we discovered that the ratio between a circumference and its diameter is also an irrational number?
“A formidable and stunning book of mathematical tales.”
— Il Sole 24 ore

Rights sold to:
China South Booky
(Chinese Simpl.)
DTV (German)

184 pages
with drawings
Popular Science

“When I discovered Istanti fatali, I was so surprised. This book makes me feel the
magic of the history of mathematics again, it selects the most important points in
the history of mathematics, and it let me re-read the wonderful parts I once missed.”
— Lei Qingqing, editor
Umberto Bottazzini taught History of Mathematics in Italian and foreign Universities and was editor-in-chief of Historia Mathematica. In 2006 he won the Pitagora
prize for mathematical dissemination. Since 2012 he has been a Fellow of the
American Mathematical Society, which in 2015 awarded him the Leon Albert Whiteman Memorial Prize for the history of mathematics.

ANGELA BORGHESI

The Cammelia

Prior to its beautful ﬂowers, the camellia ﬁrst got to Europe through its leaves.
How many know that even the tea plant is a camellia?
Today we still look at this ﬂower as an icon of style, which between the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries inﬂuenced fashion and enjoyed literary and musical
fortunes. Yet its leaves have conquered the world, they have revolutionized cultural,
social and economic aspects of life. Rites and ceremonies have been canonized
around them. Its ornamental value is undoubted, yet the camellia is useful not only
for the yellow light and thirst-quenching infusion: in addition to the leaves, also
seeds, wood and petals are processed. The story of the journey and the spread of
this plant (in its double reception: as an ornamental plant and as a tea plant) is
fascinating, and partly still shrouded in mistery. In Europe and Italy it
intertwines with the stories of villas and gardens, of aristocratic, exclusive passions.
This is a mutant, metamorphic ﬂower, which exists in very diﬀerent forms and in
rich chromatic ranges, sometimes even on the same specimen. There are so many
cultivars to satisfy the aesthetic whims both of those who love geometric perfect
corollas and those who prefer them bizarre and charming.
Angela Borghesi teaches Contemporary Italian literature at the University of Milan
Bicocca. Among her works: Le Piccole Persone. In difesa degli animali e altri scritti
(Adelphi 2016), Genealogie (Quodlibet 2011), Una storia invisibile. Morante, Ortese,
Weil (Quodlibet 2015), L’anno della “Storia” 1974-1975 (Quodlibet 2018). Since
2011 she has held the botanical and literature column “Chlorophyll” in the online
magazine “Doppiozero”.

112 pages
Popular Science
with botanical illustrations
“La nazione delle piante” series
directed by Stefano Mancuso

GIULIA CANEVA

The Stone Pine

The stone pine is the true symbol of an Italic tree. No coincidence that the English
call it “Italian stone pine” and in France “Pin d’Italie”.
This large and majestic tree, with its penetrating smell, characterizes the Mediterranean scrub of the Tyrrhenian, Adriatic and Ionian coasts and the islands of Sardinia
and Sicily to become its icon. If we could listen to its voice it would say of itself:
«My scientiﬁc name is Pinus pinea. My Italian name is Stone Pine. It is often said that
I am the son of a family tree which is that of the Pinaceae. Even my nationality is not
so precise: for the moment let’s say that I am Mediterranean. My hair is made of
green needles. They call me coniferous because of these thin and strong pointed leaves, only a little longer than sewing needles, of a color that is not too dark but brilliant. My needles are arranged according to a certain order, if you look carefully, they
collect in bundles of two and with a small sheath at the base. I have persistent hair:
when I replace my needles I do it without stripping myself completely, like many
other relatives of mine. I’m evergreen and that’s why I’m loved by gardeners and
landscapers!».
Giulia Caneva is Professor of Environmental and Applied Botany at the Department of
Science of the Rome University. She carries out research in the ﬁeld of
Mediterranean thermophilic vegetation, with particular attention to ruderal ﬂora and
vegetation. In 2012 she won the “Grand Prix for Cultural Heritage/Europa Nostra” (research category) of the European Community for the work The Botanical Code of
Augustus (Gangemi 2010).

112 pages
Popular Science
with botanical illustrations
“La nazione delle piante” series
directed by Stefano Mancuso

NADIA URBINATI

Few Versus Many

Political Conﬂict in the 21st Century

128 pages
Publication in April
Politics

Nadia Urbinati explores the
heart of the democratic
machine today.

The 21st century has been punctuated by a continued series of popular uprisings
that brought widespread discontent onto the streets: the Arab Spring, Occupy Wall
Street, the Indignados, the Forconi, the Gilets Jaunes, the climate demonstrations,
the protests in Chile, Hong Kong and Lebanon. This is a new type of conﬂict
compared to the old struggles coordinated by parties and trade unions, because it is
no longer the traditional social classes or political families that are taking sides. We
are experiencing the revolt of the many against the few (oligarchs, parties), but
more than this, a conﬂict of ‘the few’ against ‘the many’, between those who hold
the power – whoever they are – and those who feel they don’t count.
Without organised representation, mediation is much more diﬃcult, and there’s
more: deep social divides, as highlighted by these new conﬂicts, plunge the very
idea of democracy into crisis, and run the risk of authoritarian responses. But it’s
not a foregone conclusion: as Machiavelli wrote, conﬂict between the few and the
many can also serve as the raising agent that proves a new kind of freedom, if the
new order it generates rebalances the power in society.

Nadia Urbinati (Ph.D., European University Institute, Florence, 1989) is a political
theorist who specializes in modern and contemporary political thought and the
democratic and anti-democratic traditions. She co-chaired the Columbia University
Faculty Seminar on Political and Social Thought and was a co-editor with Andrew
Arato of the academic journal Constellations: An International Journal of Critical and
Democratic Theory. She is a member of the Executive Committee of the Foundation
Reset Dialogues on Civilization.

ROBERTO MORDACCI

Back to Utopia

160 pages
Philosophy

Utopia has undergone in the common language a series of misunderstandings and
twists of meaning that have surrounded it with a negative aura. In history, there
have been three essential modiﬁcations: the ﬁrst interprets utopia as impossible to
obtain (utopia cannot be real, therefore saying that an idea is utopic is equivalent to
declaring it false and pernicious, at least a waste of time). The second sees utopia as
unachievable (utopia menas hoping for the common good and
justice, which are not intrinsically impossible, but will never be given in our world:
utopia is possible but the truth is it never happens). The third meaning sees utopia
as a trick, a deception: in order to reverse the injustices that make society so unfair,
utopia ends up imagining an even worse reality, in which the few elected on the top
force everyone else to adapt to their dreams (and so utopian thinkers are actually
called “masked dictators”). Well, none of these meanings belong to utopia. At least,
not as it was considered in the work that coined its name, Utopia by Sir Thomas More.
This book aims to restore the concept of utopia. Today more than ever we have to
rediscover the profound reasonableness of the utopian thought, its realism, its
concreteness. And its primarily political validity, not only literary or intellectual.
Roberto Mordacci teaches Moral Philosophy and Philosophy of History at
San Raﬀaele University in Milan. He directs the International Research Center for European Culture and Politics (IRCECP). Among his most recent publications:
La condizione neomoderna (Einaudi, 2017), A Short History and Theory of Respect in
the “International Philosophical Quarterly” (n. 59, 2019) and Filosoﬁa morale (con
G. De Anna e P. Donatelli, Le Monnier 2019).

MASSIMO MONTANARI

Spaghetti al Pomodoro

A Brief History

There is no doubt: pasta is an identifying symbol of Italy’s cousine. It is the perfect
image of a culture (not only gastronomic) that paradoxically ﬁnds its unifying and distinctive character in the variety of local peculiarities. There are hundreds of formats and there are thousands of recipes, made with diﬀerent products and with
very diﬀerent procedures. However, some recipes and some traditions have imposed themselves more as symbols. And so spaghetti with tomato, seasoned with Parmesan cheese, are the identifying symbol par excellence.
Or so - at least - it seems from outside. This book analyses this dish and questions
its origins: a trip that leads us back to distant times (from the ancient and medieval
ages to the modern and contemporary era), and distant places (from Asia to America,
from Africa to Europe), in the discovery of food habits, methods and techniques very
diﬀerent from those we know and use today.
“An exciting historical deconstruction of spaghetti with tomato sauce”
— Domenica, Il Sole 24 ore

“The greatest Italian food historian goes on a quest to ﬁnd the key elements,
ingredients and techniques that have made this dish the symbol of the Italian cuisine in
the world.”
— La Stampa, TTL

Rights sold to:
Wagenbach
(German)

120 pages
Food History

Massimo Montanari teaches Medieval History and History of Food at the University
of Bologna, where he also directs the Masters in “History and Culture of Food”. His
books are widely translated in many languages.

ALESSANDRO PERISSINOTTO

Storytelling

This book sets out to give the reader a genuinely objective view of storytelling.
Without shying away from criticism, it shows the many places and ways that
storytelling can be used in everyday communication, not only for professional
communicators (advertisers, urban planners, publicists, bloggers, social media
managers, teachers), but also for ordinary people, constantly immersed in an
unmanageable stream of stories. Freeing storytelling from prejudice and fashions
means exploring the fundamental theories at the heart of the practice: ranging
from anthropology to semiotics, from sociology to neuroscience, this book
demonstrates that narration is an innate human quality and that even our social
structures are based around storytelling. This book provides an overview of
techniques for narrating reality and their scope of application: narration in
organisations, information and theatre; narration of territory, politics, illness and
our own individual life experience.
Alessandro Perissinotto (Turin, 1964) teaches Theories and Techniques of writing at
the University of Turin. He is also a writer: among his novels Semina il vento, Le
colpe dei padri (shortlisted at the 2013 Strega Prize), Quello che l’acqua nasconde
and La neve sotto la neve. His works have been widely translated around the world.

208 pages
Communication

A guidebook to navigating the
complex world of storytelling
and the countless areas
in which it can be applied.

MARIO LIVERANI

East West

250 pages
Publication in June
Ancient History/Archaeology
One of the world’s leading
archaeologists presents an
original and innovative
reconstruction of the
millennia-long relationship
between East and West.

It seems there has always been a real clash of civilisations between east and west.
For centuries the Persian Wars have been thought to symbolise just that: the
eternal conﬂict between eastern despotism and western liberty. We only need
think of the 300 at Thermopylae who heroically resisted an invasion by the Great
King’s endless masses. On the other hand, for many millennia, our West (Europe)
was a sort of a small part of the great East (Asia). Again, in the times of the Persian
Wars, the Great Emperor saw Greece as a marginal problem, even less of a concern
than the Scythians from the north. It was these wars that shifted the balance from
quantitative to qualitative. Their outcome left the empire almost blasé, while it
gave Greece the strength not only to resist, but to react and ﬁnally prevail.
In this book, the great historian and archaeologist, Mario Liverani, describes the
transformations and evolutions in relationships between East and West, starting as
far back as ancient Mesopotamian civilisations, to tell the story of the long process
that took Greece from being an appendix to the large eastern complex and a
marginal problem, to being a counterpart of a similar scale.
Mario Liverani has been professor of History of the Ancient Near East at the
University of Rome and in many US and European Universities. He has worked in
excavations in Syria (Ebla), Turkey (Arslantepe) and Libya (Acacus). He has been
awarded with Zayed price 2014 (Arabic Culture in Other Languages). Among his
books, all widely translated: Uruk, la prima città (1998); Oltre la Bibbia. Storia
Antica di Israele (2003); Antico Oriente (new edition 2011); Immaginare Babele
(2013); Assyria. La Preistoria dell’Imperialismo (2017); Paradiso e Dintorni (2019).

MARCELLA EMILIANI

Arab Purgatory

The Betrayal of Revolutions in the Middle East

264 pages
Contemporary History/Middle East

What has happened in
the Arab world over the
past ﬁfteen years?

In the spring of 2011 the Arab world was hit by radical
protests calling for a real change in the existing political
regimes. After decades of military dictatorships, generalized corruption,
embezzlement, administrative ineﬃciency and waste of national resources, for a
short space of time it seemed like democracy was about to assert itself in the Middle
East. However, the dream almost immediately broke into tragedy: the bloody civil
war in Syria, the tribal and oil conﬂicts in Libya that dismembered Gaddaﬁ's
Jamahiriyya, the religious wars that starved Yemen. Tunisia aside, the demand for
democracy has been ignored everywhere else, the economic and demographic problems have remained unresolved, and the use of force to face tensions between the
State and civil society prevailed.
Tracing the history of all this is essential to fully understand reasons, to analyze the
responsibilities and to foresee the consequences that this will have on our part of the
world as well. This is an essential reading for anyone who wants to learn more about
the contradictions and conﬂicts of our time.
Marcella Emiliani has taught History and Institutions of the Mediterranean
Countries, Political Development of the Middle East and Media & Conﬂict-Middle
East at the University of Bologna. Among her most recent works: Medio Oriente. Una
storia dal 1918 al 1991 (2012) and Medio Oriente. Una storia dal 1991 a oggi (2012).

MARCO BETTALLI

An Iron World

The War in Ancient Times

No ancient Greek nor Roman had ever imagined a world without war. More than a utopia,
they would have considered it an absurdity. Not that the Greeks and Romans were
lovers of war, war was just part of life. Just as it was possible to end up caught by
pirates during a trip at sea and to be sold as slaves in some Aegean market, or to fall
victim to an epidemic or a famine, or simply to die at a young age for a thousand
reasons; so it was in the order of human things to run into a war, die in battle or
become disabled and in search of an unlikely recovery. Only those who took care of
the defence from external enemies and were ready to march out of bounds to ﬁght
against the enemy, could aspire to deﬁne themselves as citizens.
The core of this study is the analysis of the phenomenon of war within the ancient
societies. Since the war activity was the most important collective commitment for
any community in the ancient world, the health of these communities was fundamental in the way of conducting a war. The state of health includes its ﬁnancial
resources, the relationship between governors and governed, between men and
gods. This book, with its very pleasant and exciting writing, brings us closer to the
mental universe of the ancients and returns them to us, in their diversity, with
profound respect.
Marco Bettalli teaches Greek History at the University of Siena. He is expert of
historiography, Athenian economic and social history and, above all, war in the
Greek world.

464 pages
Ancient History/Military History

LUCA SARZI AMADÉ

Gonzaga Dinasty

For over four centuries the small city of Mantua had been one of the capitals of
Europe. A city capable of tipping the scale in the tangled Italian events, the center of a
highly reﬁned diplomatic activity and the beating heart of the cultural life and arts of
the Renaissance. The Gonzagas, its lords, were one of the most important aristocratic
families in Europe, and invaluable protagonists for centuries of the Italian history.
Lords of Mantua, then marquises and dukes, thanks to a prudent use of diplomacy
and matrimonial politics, they were related to the Habsburgs, managing to have
two empresses and a Queen of Poland among their ranks. They also had ten
cardinals among them, a record for a northern Italian dynasty, which bear witness
to the role they played in the life of the Church as well. Thanks to a constant
promotion of the arts, Mantua transformed itself from a sleepy provincial town into
one of the capitals of the Renaissance culture (with artists like Pisanello and
Mantegna, Leon Battista Alberti, Monteverdi, Boiardo, Ariosto...).
But how was it possible for this family to build this small empire and keep it for over
four centuries? And how could they gain so much prestige? This book is a ‘fresco’
full of surprises, intended not only for lovers of great history. It’s a story of wars and
conspiracies, a struggle for survival ﬁrst and for supremacy then.
Luca Sarzi Amadè, journalist, has worked with Rai TV, the newspapwers “la Repubblica” and “Il Giorno”. Among his books: Il duca di Sabbioneta. Guerre e amori di un
europeo errante (SugarCo 1990 e Mimesis 2013, awarded: International prize for
literature City of Milan), L’antenato nel cassetto. Manuale di scienza genealogica
(Mimesis 2015) and Scipione Gonzaga. Vita burrascosa e lieta di un aspirante cardinale del Cinquecento (Odoya 2017).
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